Dorking Town Area Action Plan Consultation Questions 

Here are the council’s questions in the Dorking Town Area Action Plan consultation. The question highlighted in red we believe is the key question. Others highlighted in yellow we believe are important questions that you may like to respond to. The other questions we believe are less important, or do not have an issue with, but that is only our opinion.

We have produced a separate document containing points that you might like to consider if you comment on any of the questions.


1. Do you consider that there is any other evidence in addition to that identified in Appendix 4 that the Council needs to produce?

The Town Centre's Characteristics

2. Do you agree that Policies DTC8 and DTC9 of the Mole Valley Local Plan should beincorporated into the AAP?

3. If not, please explain why and suggest an alternative approach.

Area Action Plan Boundary

4. Do you consider the proposed extent of the Dorking Town AAP to be sufficiently

inclusive to ensure a comprehensive plan for the town?

Defining the Town Centre Boundary

5. Do you agree with the proposed town centre boundary for Dorking?

6. Do you agree with the suggested boundary of the primary shopping area?

Convenience Floorspace

7. Do you agree that up to 3,100sqm (net sales) of additional convenience floorspace

should be planned for in Dorking?
Comparison Goods Shopping

8. Do you agree that more shops selling comparison goods, including clothes,

footwear household appliances, would be of benefit to the town centre and have a

positive impact on its vitality and viability and should be provided in Dorking?
9. If so, do you agree that the Council should identify sufficient land in the Area Action Plan to enable the town's comparison floorspace to be increased by 12% up to 2,700sqm (net sales)?
Sites for the provision of additional retail

floorspace

10. Which of these locations do you consider would be the most suitable for additional convenience shopping (food and other groceries, newspapers, drink,

confectionery) floorspace and why?
11. Are there other potential sites/premises that should/could be investigated to provide new shopping floorspace for convenience goods?
12. Which of these locations do you consider would be the most appropriate for additional floorspace for comparison goods (clothes, shoes durable household goods) and why?
13. Are there other sites in the town that could be redeveloped to provide new shops of a size that would be attractive to high street retailers selling comparison goods?
The Market

14. Would you like to see a regular farmers market located along South Street?
15. What other markets would you wish to see organised and where?
Business in the Town

16. Are there any other industrial / commercial sites within the AAP boundary in addition to those listed in paragraph 6.40 that should be specifically identified and designated as retained as employment areas to be safeguarded from other development?

17. Are there any industrial/commercial sites in the area covered by the AAP which are not accessible and well related and which could be redeveloped for other uses?

18. Should Vincent Works at the south end of Vincent Lane (next to the Wickes Store) which is currently allocated for commercial/industrial uses be reallocated

for a mixed use redevelopment?

Opportunity Sites in Dorking

19. What should these sites be used for in the future?

20. Are there any services/facilities seeking accommodation now or in the future which could be met by these or other sites in Dorking ?

21. Are there any other sites with development/redevelopment potential within the Dorking Town Centre AAP Boundary?

Getting Around the Town

22. Are the suggested alterations to the highway network outlined in paragraph 6.60

appropriate and will they reduce congestion and improve highway and pedestrian safety in the town centre?
23. Are there any other issues relating to traffic and transport in the town centre that the Action Plan should cover?

24. Are the suggested minimum car parking standards for new housing (paragraph 6.66) appropriate?

25. How can the town centre be made more convenient for pedestrians to use?
26. Are additional pedestrian crossings required in the town centre and if so,

where?

27. How can public transport in the town center and links to its surrounding villages be improved?

28. Do you consider that better cycle routes to and within the town centre would

encourage more local residents to cycle into the town centre instead of using their

cars and reduce the incidence of cycling on footpaths?

29. How can leisure cyclists who cycle through the Surrey Hills at the weekend and on leisure breaks be encouraged to use the town centre more?

Public Realm

29. What do you think are the priorities for improving the appearance of the town?

30. What parts of the public realm would you most like to see improved?

31. How can the private sector get involved in the enhancement of the town?

32. Do you agree that enhancement schemes should continue to emphasise quality over quantity of change?

Green Infrastructure

33. Are there any open spaces that need to be enhanced further?

34. Are there any areas of green infrastructure within the town centre that have not already been identified?

35. Do you consider that further recreation facilities for young persons should be

provided and if so where they should these be located?

36. Are there particular areas of open space in the town centre which you feel should be safeguarded?

37. Are there any other areas that you consider should be designated as strategic open space?

Conservation Area

39. What do you think are the principal threats to the special character of the Dorking

Conservation Area?

40. How can these best be countered?

Infrastructure

41. Do you agree with the Council's approach to providing infrastructure to meet the

needs of new developments and make good existing deficits?

42. Are there any particular infrastructure requirements which you consider the

Council should focus on?

Evidence Base

42. Do you consider that all key issues that are identified within this discussion document are appropriately supported by the evidence base documents?

43. If you have identified key issues, what evidence do you consider would support

this?
